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SPAIN
The Baroque Movement

The Baroque influence in Spain, occurring in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, was absorbed first from Italy, which it
dominated at the time, and later from France. More color ap-
peared in the tiling, painting, and textiles. The Baroque furniture
of Spain retained the contours of the Renaissance. The chests and
cabinets especially were unusual and excellent in design. The
motifs that decorated the furniture were Italian combined with
Moorish and other Oriental forms.

The Rococo Movement

The Rococo movement in Spain was a reflection of the French.
The religion of the Spanish prevented their responding quickly
or completely to the gay, frivolous influence of the Rococo.

FRANCE
The Baroque Movement

Historical Background. The Baroque style in France devel-
oped during the long reign of Louis XIV (1643-1715). It was
derived from the Baroque style of Rome, modified by Flemish and
Chinese influence and by French national taste. The French peo-
ple were susceptible to new ideas, which they were able to absorb
and present again in an interpretation of their own. Although the
Renaissance had remained Italian after being transplanted into
France, the Baroque idea became decidedly French.

Louis XIV was king for seventy-two years and exerted a power-
ful influence on all the arts. He selected great architects, dec-
orators, and painters to direct the work in the arts, and he built
the Louvre, a palace where they could live and work. Charles
Lebrun was put in charge of the art of France, including the
Gobelin factory and the furnishings for Versailles. The architect
Mansart designed the great palace of Versailles, and Lenote de-
signed its beautiful gardens. The court of Louis XIV at Versailles
was the envy of the other rulers for its magnificence and its size.
Louis XIV had planned it to be the heart of the social and cultural
life of Europe,